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at least." He said that Foreign Minister von Kuhl- 
mann had participated in the conferences and urged 
on the Crown the need of instituting a parliamentary 
procedure; that such was the only solution of the crisis, 
"because of the unfavorable impression that would be 
made abroad if the current attempt failed to succeed." 
We were told that Dr. von Kuhlmann was desirious that 
the outside world should know that "a new political era 
has set in in Germany." We were given to understand 
by this interesting leader of the Centrum that the ma- 
jority leaders and the new Chancellor von Hertling were 
in complete harmony upon these issues. 

So far as we are able to discover, the American press 
has not commented upon these statements. Lacking of- 
ficial backing, they may not be significant. Are we or 
are we not warranted in believing that there is a dispo- 
sition on the part of an influential portion of the Ger- 
man Government to meet the terms set forth by Presi- 
dent Wilson in his reply to the Pope ? It is unfortunate 
for our steersmen that the charts do not reveal the facts 
here. 

Sometimes we seem warranted in the belief that flick- 
ering lights of constitutional reforms are discernable 
along the shores of Germany. We do not believe that 
Dr. Kuno Francke, writing recently for Harpers, is 
justified in the assumption that the American Govern- 
ment wishes to interfere with these reforms, to inter- 
fere with German leadership that supports the socialized 
popular activities of Germany, or to overthrow the Ger- 
man "rule of experts supervised by popular assemblies." 
Surely we of America will not object to the German 
policy of subordinating individual happiness to common 
tasks, so long as those tasks do not interfere with the 
common tasks of the rest of us. Dr. Francke seems to 
grant that there must be a sweeping away of caste mo- 
nopolies within the German States, an enlargement of 
the sphere of parliamentary influence, and a liberaliza- 
tion of the authority of the expert functionary. But 
these things are far from repugnant to America. Most 
of us would be willing to go further and grant, with 
Dr. Francke, that if Germany is defeated, as she must 
be, she will be victorious in the sense that the rest of us 
will be forced to adopt many of her methods of socialized 
work. But all this is more academic than helpful as 
we strive just now to see our course. 

We are quite in the dark about the precise nature of 
the ultimate victory we are destined to win in our con- 
flict with the Imperial German Government. Evidently 
the Allies mean a military victory, which we interpret 
to mean an official statement by the German people that 
they have fought long enough and that they wish to 
come to terms. Lacking this, the storm will continue 



to increase; of this we feel sure. In the language of 
President Wilson, the policy of the United States is "to 
bring the German Government to terms and end the 
war." Here in ten words is the job set before us. We 
are going about the business, and we are hastening in 
the going. But Germany defeated as France was in '71 
may easily mean another era of "revenge," this time east 
of the Ehine, with its additional preparations for another 
and a more horrible war. Just how we are to handle this 
situation is not yet clear, and so the storm goes on and 
the darkness deepens. 

With the intelligence at our command, perhaps the 
most comforting thought is that since the storm, already 
great, is increasing, we may take some hope from 
Seneca's casual observation. 



JOHN WATSON FOSTER 

John Watson Fostek, Secretary of State under Pres- 
ident Harrison, for many years a life member and 
Vice-President of the American Peace Society, died at 
his home in Washington Thursday, November 15, 1917. 
The funeral services were held at the Church of the Cove- 
nant, Washington, Friday, after which the body was 
taken to Evansville, Indiana, the former home of the 
venerable diplomat, where interment took place the fol- 
lowing Sunday. 

Mr. Foster, father-in-law of Secretary of State Lan- 
sing, was for many years the dean of America's diplo- 
matic corps. At the beginning of the Civil War he 
was practicing law in Evansville. He entered the Union 
Army in 1861 as major of the Twenty-fifth Indiana 
Volunteers. He was promoted to lieutenant-colonel at 
Fort Donaldson, and to colonel at Shiloh. He served 
as Minister to Mexico, 1873-80; to Bussia, 1880-1; to 
Spain, 1883-5, and, upon the invitation of the Emperor 
of China, he participated in the peace negotiations with 
Japan, 1897, and represented China in the Second Hague 
Conference, 1907. Among his well-known works are: 
"A Century of American Diplomacy," "American Diplo- 
macy in the Orient," "Arbitration and the Hague Court," 
"The Practice of Diplomacy"; and "Diplomatic Mem- 
oirs" (two volumes). 

Mr. Foster's services to the American Peace Society 
were more than perfunctory. His advice was often 
sought, and his services were freely given, sometimes as 
member of the nominating committee, sometimes as the 
author of a contributed article to this magazine — in 
whatever capacity always helpfully and constructively. 
In the death of John Watson Foster the American Peace 
Society has lost a most valued friend and cherished 
councillor. 



